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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 19-22 and 25 will be included with the non-elected species II claims since 
they are directed to a frame 14 that is shown in Figures 4a and 4b to be a part of a 
separate locking element and thus are directed to the species II. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in the 
paragraph bridging pages 12 and 13 of the specification there is an inconsistency in that 
the joint edges 8a and 8b are described as locking the tiles in both the horizontal and 
vertical direction and Figure 9 shows joint edges 8a and 8b to have joint structures 4, 5 
that do not lock the tiles in both vertically and horizontally. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Claims 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The phrases "angling down type" and "snapping 
type" render the claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually 
disclosed (those encompassed by "type"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) 
unascertainable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 5 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by EP 1362947. EP 1362947 discloses a carpet tile comprising a supporting plate 7 
(which may be polystyrene) with carpet 8 bonded to the upper surface by adhesive 9 
and having first and second complementary (i.e. male and female or tongue and 
groove) locking elements along opposing joint edges 13, 18; see the Abstract and 
Figure 2. Concerning claim 9, Figures 4 and 5 of EP 1362947 disclose locking elements 
that lock the respective joint edges both vertically and horizontally. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3, 4, 10, 11, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over EP 1362947 in view of Tone 4,766,022. EP 1362947 discloses a 
carpet tile comprising a supporting plate 7 (which may be polystyrene) with carpet 8 
bonded to the upper surface by adhesive 9 and having first and second complementary 
(i.e. male and female or tongue and groove) locking elements along opposing joint 
edges 13, 18; see the Abstract and Figure 2. Tone discloses a carpet tile that has first 
and second complementary, and third and fourth complementary locking elements 



Application/Control Number: 10/585,836 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1794 

along opposing joint edges; see the Figures and column 3, lines 17-24. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide all of the edges of the carpet 
tile in the primary reference with similar complementary locking elements in view of the 
teachings in the secondary reference to help eliminate the curl-up of the edges of the 
carpet tiles. Concerning claim 4, having the respective locking elements extend only 
along a part of the edges would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
since an elimination of an element or its function is a matter of obvious engineering 
choice. Concerning claims 23 and 24, mixing different shapes of locking elements, 
such as disclosed in EP 1362947 (angle type) and Tone 4,766,022 (snapping type) on a 
single tile would have been within the purview of one of ordinary skill in the art since this 
is a mere combination of known elements. 

8. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EP 
1 362947 in view of Tone 4,766,022 as applied to claims 3, 4, 1 0, 1 1 , 23 and 24 above, 
and further in view of Stanesic et al 6,244,802 and Daniel 6,841 ,216. The secondary 
references disclose carpet material made from needled felt, tufting or woven material; 
see column 3, lines 36-59 of Stanesic et al and claims 4 and 5 of Daniel. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a needled felt, tufting or woven 
material as the carpet material in the product of the combined prior art in view of the 
teachings in the secondary references since it has been held to be within the general 
skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. 



Application/Control Number: 10/585,836 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1794 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Thomas whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1502. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-4:00 M-THUR. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 571-272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alexander Thomas/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 



